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APPENDIX A

Culture and Learning

SURVEY QUESTIONS
02/23/96

Please circle the appropriate answers.
1. Education was a value discussed often by your family.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

2. These people had influence on your educational success. (Circle as many as
applicable)
Your mother

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
Your father
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
Siblings
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
| 2 3 4 5
Others
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

3. Your family honor was at stake if you did not achieve academically.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

4. Academic achievement was rewarded by your family.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
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5. Lack of academic achievement was punished by your family.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

6. Your parents/guardians participated in school functions such as open house,
sports, other  activities etc.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

7. What is the level of education of your parents/guardian?
Mother:

0-8yrs 8-12 yrs 1-2 yrs of college 4 yrsof college  advanced degree

1 2 3 4 5
Father:
0-8yrs 8-12 yrs 1-2 yrs of college 4 yrsof college  advanced degree
1 2 3 4 ]

8. How would you categorize your family income (while you were growing
up)?

0-40K 40-60K 60-80K 80-100K 100K-Up
1 2 3 4 5

9. Your family encouraged you to pursue your education after high school.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

10. The decision to attend college or not was left up to you.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

11. It was not your choice to attend college, your parents/guardians

influenced you.
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
12.  Your parents/guardian supervised your school work.
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
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13. What language/languages were spoken at home? (briefly describe)

14. Culturally, education was emphasized by your parents/guardian as an

important value.
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
15. Your family valued education highly.
strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
1 2 3 4 5

16. What ethnic background do you most identify with? (briefly describe)

17. What was your overall college Grade Point Average (GPA)?

18. Your parents set a minimum GPA or an acceptable GPA range.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
1 2 3 4 5

19. You value higher education as a necessary route to success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

20. Ir"YES" to "19", how? If "NO", how? (briefly describe)

21. To what do you attribute your success? (briefly describe)
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Please circle the appropriate answers.
22. How many hours a week did you work outside of school during your

college years?
0-Shrs  6-"0hrs 11-15hrs  16-20 hrs 20-up
1 2 3 4 5

23. During school session how many hours a week did you watch television?

O-5hrs 6-10hrs 11-15 hrs 16-20 hrs 21hrs-more
1 2 3 4 5

24. Your cultural background strongly contributed to your success.

strongly  agree somewhat disagree
strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

25. Your family contributed to your academic success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
I 2 3 4 5

26. Did you own or have access to computers while in college?

yes no
1 2

27. Were finances an issue in your pursuit of education?

yes no
1 2

28. Homework is essential for academic success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

29. Homework was important for your academic success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
| 2 3 4 5

30. Extra curricular activities are a necessity for academic success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5
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31. Extra curricular activities were important in your academic success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

32. What were your academic difficulties if any? (briefly describe)

33. How did you and your family cope with your academic difficulties or
disappointments?

34. How did you and your family cope with your academic successes?

35. The school environment was conducive to your success.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

36. Your teachers were encouraging and supportive of you and your culture.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

37. In general, your teachers treated all students as possessing intelligence,
regardless of
their grade point average or background.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

38. You would have been successful even without teacher support.

strongly agree somewhat disagree strongly
agree agree disagree
1 2 3 4 5

39. What age group do you belong to:

23-25 25-27 27-29 30-32 32-UP
1 2 3 4 5
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40. Your gender is:
female male
1 2

104



Appendix B

Mariam Ghazvini

February 22, 1996

Dear Survey Participant:

Thank you for taking the time to participate in this survey research. [ am currently completing
my dissertation at the University of Southern California in Educational Leadership.

You have been randomly selected from a list of new college hires for 1995 and 1996. Please
answer every question. If you are confused about any part of the survey, please call me at the
above numbers. I need the surveys completed and returned in the addressed envelope no later
than March 12, 1996. As a token of my appreciation, I am attaching a two dollar bill with
the picture of President Jefferson whom [ admire and the Declaration of Independence which I
respect.

My dissertation topic is: Culture and Learning: value placed on education by the family and
academic success and I am specifically concerned about the success factors of college
students. The nature of the questionnaire is to validate the data gathered. Your cooperation
in answering every question is greatly appreciated. Your answers are strictly confidential and
will be used in statistical data analysis only. Thank you again for taking the time to complete
this survey.

Sincerely,

enclosure
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Appendix C

SURVEY QUESTIONS
Frequency of Answers
1. Education was a value discussed often by 2. These people had influence on your
your family. educational success:

a. your mother

Strongly agree Ages Sorwetst Agee Disagee Strongy Dissgree

2.
b.Your father
» P
p2]
m -
17
15
ol -8
[-]
S 4
1
0 L L 1 L ﬁ 1

Strongly agree Agree  SomswhatAges Dissgres  Strongly Dissgres Strongly agres Somewhat Agree Strongty Disagree
Disagree
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3. Your family honor was at stake if you
did not achieve academically.

0
Strongly agree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree
Agree Disagree
4. Academic achieve ment was rewarded 5. Lack of academic achievement was punished
by your family. by your family.
. 0
50 - 0 -
w0 [ 0 -
0 0+
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6. Your parents/guardian participated in school
functions such as open house, sports, other
activities etc.

0
Strongly agree Somewhet Agree Dis2o Strongly Disagree

0

15

10

7. b. Your father

7. What is the level of education of your
parents/guardian?
a. Mother

0-8yrs 1-2 yrs of college advance degree
8-12yrs 4 yrs of college

8. How would you categorize your family
income?

20

15

10

0-40K 40-80K 60-80K 80-100K  100K-UP
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9. Your family encouraged you to pursue
your education after high school.

60

10

11. It was not your choice to attend college,
your parents/ guardian influenced you.

Strongly Disagree

Disagree

10. The decision to attend college was left
up to you.

20

15

10

Strongly Disagree
Disagree

Strongly agree

12. Your parents/guardian supervisedyour
school work.

%5

Strongly Disagree
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13. What language/languages were spoken  14. Culturally, education was emphasized by

at home? your parents/guardian as an important
%  —_value.
k)]
m -
5 -
English Only: 30 Farsi (Persian) 2
1 Engl.MHebrew 1 Spenish 3
EngChinese 1 VietFr 1
EngMHindi 4 Tagaiog 1
2 Eng/Spenish 1 Maharati 1
Eng./Metnamese 2 Tami/Teiugo 1
g Eng./Yogusiavian{ HindVGujerati 2
Eng./Portugess 1 Bengali 1
15 | Eng./Jepancse 1 Mandarin 2
Eng./Koresn 1 Chiness 1

15. Your family valued education highly. 16. What ethnic background do you most
identify with?
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17. What was your overall college Grade Point 18. Your parents/guardian set a minimum
Average (GPA)? GPA or an acceptable GPA range for you.
14
0

10

0
40 39 37 36 35 34 33 32 0 29 Strongly agree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree
Agree Disagree

19. You value higher education as a necessary
route to success.

“ 20

20. If "Yes" to "19", how? If "No", how?

15

10

10

Strongly agree A Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree
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21. To what do you contribute your
success?

15

10

23. How many hours during school session
did you watch television?
40

-

NNaNNeLND

TSROV A .;-!

1-15hrs

6-10 hrs

1520hs  20hrs-up

22. How many hours a week did you work
outside of school during your college

years?
2
15
15 F
13 13
11
10
7
5 p—
0 1 I3 1 L 1
0S5 hes 6-10 hrs 11-1Shrs  1520hrs  20hrs-up

24. Your cultural background strongly
contributed to your success.

Strongly agree

Strongly Disagree
Agree Disagree
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25. Your family contributed to your 26. Did you own or have access to computers?
academic success.

Strongly agree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree
Agree Disagree

Yes No
27. Were finances an issue in your pursuit 28. Homework is ntial for
of education? )

© academic success.
3




28. Homework is essential for
academic success.

30. Extra curricular activities are a necessity
for academic success.

29. Homework was important for your
academic success.

31. Extra curricular activities were
important in your academic success.

Strongly agree

Somewhat Agree
Agree Disagree

Strongty Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Agree Disagree
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32. What were your academic difficulties if 33. How did you and your family cope with
any? your academic difficuities or
disappointments?

]
§& o
§
3 &
34. How did you and your family cope with 35. The school environment was conducive
your academic successes? to your success.
12 s

10

11§



36. Your teachers were encouraging and 37. in general, your teachers treated all students
supportive of you and your culture. as possessing intelligence, regardless of their
grade point average or background.

Strongly agree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree o
Agree Disagree

(=]

38. You would have been successful even without 39. To what age group do you belong?
teacher support.

Strongly agree Somewhat Agree Strongly Disagree
Agree Disagree

5

2325 25-27 27.29 30-32 2-Up



40. What is your gender:
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